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of wells ; bhasha is running brook.   Bhasha Is loved by the true guru and
shows the true way.1

Ramananda's influence in Gujarata was widespread in the
latter half of the fourteenth, and the fifteenth, century. It
taught the learned not to spurn the lowly and the illiterate,
but to work with and for them through the medium of
their own language.

Ill

In the beginning of the fourteenth century^ we first come
across definite literary landmarks of the Puranic movement
in Gujarata, The BhSgavata, Jayadeva's Gitagovihda and
Bopadeva's#<2n7z7Smrto, works principally dealing with the
amours of Krshna, had perceptibly altered the tone and
language of the folk-songs relating to RacUia-Krshna. In
1416 Nrsinharanyamuni composed Vishmibhaktioahdrodaya,
a work on bhakti. In 1417 an inscription on Mount Giranara
begins with a prayer to Damodara, 'the stealer of butter',
referring to Sn Krshna's well-known pranks as a cowherd.
In 1499 Vaghela Mokalasinha is recorded to have protected
the members of the Bhagavata sect.

Panditas were rare, and the knowledge of Samskrta was
restricted to a select class. Among the intellectual and
well-to-do classes, there was naturally a craving for litera-
ture, and, from the beginning of the fifteenth century, poets
worked through the medium of Old Gujaratl to satisfy
it. But their language has been transformed out of
recognition. Manuscripts of some of their works, re-
covered so far, have been written years after the author's
death. In many cases, the works were handed down
from generation to generation by professional reciters of
the Puranas, or puranikas ; and every reciter went on mak-
ing such changes in their form, language and substance as
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